Social Media for Networking

RSS networks: managing information
Groups of organizations and individuals can easily share the latest news and information through RSS.
How RSS can support your work

· Pull RSS feeds from major news outlets on a keyword important to your cause – for example, “Smart Commute” – effectively establishing a personalized webpage with all of the latest news.

Examples

www.Netvibes.com 

www.Google.com
www.pageflakes.com 

Wikis: working better together

Wikis facilitate efficient development of shared resources w/in groups. And they can be used by the community well after the people who created the content have moved on.  They also help group members easily share thoughts on positions, language strategy, ultimately greasing their ability to work together
How wikis support your work

· Create a private wiki to share intelligence around a key issue, for example outcomes of meetings with key policy makers.  This is effectively a private bulletin board with the latest insider scoop.

Examples

www.wikispaces.com
http://pbworks.com/ 
Social networking sites: electronic word of mouth

Sites allow users to keep up to date on the professional/social paths of colleagues, and support the development of new relationships.

How social networking sites support your work
· Harness the power of your connections
· Sort your LinkedIn contacts to see who works in a city where you’re planning an upcoming event.

· LinkedIn

· Actively invite new contacts to connect.  Mention where you’ve met in your invitation

· Use ‘advanced search’ feature to search by industry, keyword, job title and more.  See who’s doing what in your field.

· Claim your name as your URL (go to “edit my public profile”).  This is a great way to boost your Google rating.

· Facebook

· Join regional, college or professional networks through the ‘networks’ tab.  These are important ways to make and sustain contact with friends and colleagues.

· Build out your profile using the ‘friends’, ‘groups’, ‘events’ and ‘marketplace’ tabs on the left.  Find causes you support.

Examples

www.facebook.com
www.linkedin.com 

Blogs: expanding the conversation

Blog rolls allow authors to indicate their interest in and collaboration with others in a low cost way.  Moreover blog posts that allow comments or quote others can build an open conversation around an issue or policy.

How blogs can support your work

· Develop more frequent and informal content through an organizational blog.  Although policy briefs may take weeks or months to polish, the informal nature of a blog enables quick turnaround of reactions, opinions and musings.

· Enable readers/committee members to chat through your blog page

Examples

www.blogger.com
www.wordpress.org
www.livejournal.com
www.vox.com
Social bookmarks: on your own terms

Users can build social networking communities to collaboratively tag all the news items on a certain topic.

How tagging can support your work

Friends, coworkers, and other groups can use a shared account, special tag or their del.icou.us networks to collect and organize bookmarks that are relevant -- and useful – to the entire group.

Examples

www.delicious.com 
www.digg.com
www.reddit.com 

*source: www.netcentriccampaigns.org 

