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GET MORE OUT OF YOUR COMMUTE!  GETDOWNTOWN ANNOUNCES THE START OF CURB YOUR CAR MONTH

For the Third year in a row, the getDowntown Program is hosting a series of events for from May 1-May 31 for Curb Your Car Month to encourage <City> employees to use sustainable transportation to get to work.  Curb Your Car Month events include the Commuter Challenge, a Walker Tracker Walking Contest, Free Transit Day (May 1), a Car-lite Car-less panel discussion at the <City> District Library (May 8) a Bike to Work Day Rally (May 16) and much, much more.  You can view the complete listing of events at http://www.website.com.  The events are also listed below.

The theme for this year’s Curb Your Car Month is Get More Out of Your Commute.  With high gas prices, the message couldn’t have come at a better time.  Many <City> employees are starting to realize that they can get more money, more exercise, and more fresh air by walking, biking, busing, and carpooling to work.


One of the highlights of Curb Your Car Month is the Commuter Challenge, where <City> organizations compete to see who can log the most sustainable commutes.  Over 80 organizations have already signed up for the Challenge, including <list organizations>.  <Name> of <Organization> didn’t expect to get much interest when she signed her organization up for the Commuter Challenge.  She was pleasantly surprised to see that many employees did indeed want to find cheaper and more sustainable ways to get to work. got lots of interest from employees looking to find cheaper ways to get to work, including the new <City> Commuter Bus.

As part of the Commuter Challenge, employees from area organizations have signed on to be Curb Your Car Month Ambassadors.  These employees will help promote Curb Your Car Month and the Commuter Challenge within their organization and to the larger community.  Ambassadors include <Name> from <Organization> and <Name> of <Organization>.  You can see pictures of the Ambassadors and read more about them here: http://www.website.com.

The getDowntown Program (www.website.org) encourages and assists downtown commuters in the use and development of sustainable transportation options. The Program is a partnership between the <list organizations>.    

Curb Your Car Month Events

All Month: Commuter Challenge
Organizations are invited to compete with similar-sized organizations to see who can log the most sustainable commutes.  Employees will earn a point for every sustainable commute they log on the getDowntown Commuter Challenge website and will be able to turn in those points at the end of the month for prizes such as coffee gift cards, gift certificates to downtown businesses, <college> gear and more!  Organizations with the most employees logging sustainable commutes will also win prizes such as a free tea tasting from <Business> and recognition at an Awards Ceremony in June.

All Month: Walker Tracker Walking Competition

How many steps does your neighbor walk to work? Find out when you join up with <City’s> Walker Tracker. Measure footsteps to footsteps, track your progress, create walking groups and compete. <City's> Walker Tracker community is a great way to keep walking to work throughout the year.  Learn more here: http://www.website.com/ 

May 1, All Day: Free Transit Day!

Ride all <local> buses for free on the first day of Curb Your Car Month.

May 7: Downtown Main Street Walk, 12-1pm. Meet in front of <location> (Address).
Enjoy wonderful, walkable Main Street with local historian <Name>.  

May 7: 7:00pm, DDA Offices (Address), Same Roads, Same Rules Forum

Sponsored by the <Organizations>. 

Join representatives from the <list organizations>, and others to discuss common issues related to bikes and cars using the roads together. Discussion topics may include what role various groups in the community can play in helping cars and bikes share the road, what should happen with the "Same Roads, Same Rules" Campaign and more. 

May 8, 7:00-8:30pm, <City> Library Multipurpose Room:  Car-lite, Car-less, a Panel Discussion on How we Commute to Work. 

Join local commuting celebrities <list names> as they talk about their commutes: what methods they use, challenges and surprises they encounter, and most of all, how using a sustainable mode of transportation helps them "get more" out of their commute.  Time will be left over for the folks in the audience to share their stories. 

May 9, 6:00pm, Meet At <location>: RAT with Cheese

A special Ride Around Town (RAT) event.  Ride Around Town is a monthly ride through the streets of downtown <City>.  This event will end with some nice cheese and bread at <Business>!  

May 12, 5:30-6:30 and 6:30-7:30: Speedpooling Event, <Location>.
Find a carpooling or vanpooling partner the fun and easy way!  Downtown employees will have the chance to meet others interested in sharing a ride and check out the <City’s> new ridesharing software.  There will be refreshments, a “car pool” (kiddie pool filled with floating cars where people can pick a car to win a prize), and a short presentation on all of the benefits you get when you carpool or vanpool to the downtown. Check it out! At our Speedpooling event you could win a <prize> (valued at $300) compliments of <Business>!

May 14, 12:00-1:00pm, Meet at <Location>: The Supply Side of Town: <Location> Walk by <Name>
Only blocks from the <Location>, the area that today surrounds <Location> and the Farmers Market was once a center for transportation, power, and manufacturing located within a residential neighborhood rich in ethnic diversity. Let local Citizens Advisory Council member <Name> lead you on a walk around this fascinating side of town.

May 14, 7:00pm, City Council Chambers, <Address>: Public Hearing for Fifth and Division Improvement Plan

If you support sustainable transportation, please don’t miss your chance to give your feedback!  The <City> Arbor Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has spent several years studying ways to accommodate traffic demands along Fifth Avenue and Division Street while also addressing community needs for sustainable transportation.  

The DDA has developed a comprehensive improvement plan for the two corridors. The plan calls for adding bike lanes and parking on Fifth Ave. and Division Street in order to enhance conditions for pedestrians and cyclists while also offering parking spaces for cars.   There are also other proposed enhancements.

The DDA is interested in hearing public feedback about the proposed Fifth and Division improvements plan as a first step before bringing a recommendation before City Council to move ahead with this project.  

May 15: Inaugural run of the new Commuter Bus service from <City> to <City>
<Transit Organization> will kick off its new commuter bus service from <City> to <City> on May 15th. Coffee from <Business> will await riders as they step on to the Indian Trails bus that will take them from <City> to downtown <City>. 

May 16, 8:00am-9:00am, City Hall with rides departing to City Hall from local bike shops and other locations : Bike to Work Day and Rally 

Mayor <Name> and local bike shops will lead rides to City Hall where bike commuters will meet for food and prizes. At this event, we will be giving away commuter bikes donated by local shops!  To be entered into the drawing to win a commuter bike, you must submit at essay to getDowntown telling us how you get more out of your commute by biking to work.  A winner will be selected at random from all eligible entries to win one of the commuter bikes donated by local bike shops.  

May 20, 12:00-2:00pm, <City> Federal Building: How many balloons can fit in a MichiVan?

Come to the Federal Building and try to guess how many balloons are in the MichiVan!  One lucky person will win an ipod shuffle! You will also have the chance to sign up for a carpool or vanpool using <Transit Organization's> new online software.

May 22: Evening Employee Transit Service Begins

<Transit Organization> will start providing a van service for employees who are at work after 11:15am.  This van would arrive at Fourth and Liberty every 45 minutes from 11:15am-1:30am and drop you off at your house (if you live on the West Side of <City>) or at the <Park> and Ride Lot.  The service will be free for awhile to encourage people to use it and tell us what they think.

Other Events

We will also have Carpool/Vanpool Tuesdays, Walk to Work Wednesdays, Transit Thursdays and Bike to Work Day Fridays where you can get a chance to try these commutes with other downtown employees and win prizes during the Commuter Challenge.

Become a Walk, Bike or Bus Ambassador

Already walking the walk? May is the time to share your enthusiasm & get your friends, neighbors, & colleagues pumped up too!  Sign up to be a Walk, Bike or Bus Ambassador during Curb Your Car Month.
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